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AMENDMENTS 


In the Claims : 

1. (Previously amended) A method of preparing modified fluffed pulp, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

oxidizing cellulose pulp in a suitable medium with an oxidant in the presence of a nitroxide 
radical mediator; and 

fluffing the treated cellulose pulp, the treated cellulose pulp having from about 1 to about 50 
mmole of aldehyde functionality per 100 grams of cellulose pulp; 

wherein Hie modified fluff pulp has an increase in wicking rate and wielding capacity 
compared to an unmodified fluff pulp. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the nitroxyl radical mediator is a di- 
tertiary alkyl nitroxyl radical having a formula of 


wherein A is a chain having two or three atoms; each atom is selected from the group 
consisting of carbon, nitrogen and oxygen; and the Ri-Rtf groups represent the same or different 
alkyl groups. 
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